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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• Increasing number of food insecure people following 

devastating earthquake 
• Local production to be supported by provision of inputs and 

seeds 

Rising number of food insecure people after 
devastating earthquake 
A worsening of the food security situation has been reported in the 
urban areas following the disruption of food chain mechanisms and 
market infrastructure, the loss of income generating sources and also 
the lack of liquidity and bank facilities, especially in Port-au-Prince, 
Carrefour, Leogane, Delmas and Jacmel. 
 
The destruction of roads, bridges and stock houses is hampering the 
supply of food to the markets, therefore, food prices are increasing. 
However, it is not clear to what extent the population, including the high 
income households, still has access to markets. 
 
Thousands of people are leaving the Capital city towards rural areas, 
where there is improved food availability and higher security levels. 
 
In fact, cereal production in 2009 was generally good, due to a milder 
hurricane season, with satisfactory production levels for the first maize 
and rice season. 
 
As an immediate response, an FAO/WFP jointly approved Emergency 
Operation (EMOP) will support 2 million people requiring food aid with 
assistance for an initial period of six months. 
The country relies on imports to satisfy its food needs importing 
approximately 60 percent of the national consumption requirements. 

Assistance will be needed to support national 
agricultural production 
Damages to the agricultural infrastructure have not yet been assessed 
due to the urgency of focusing the overall response on rescuing human 
lives. The next planting season for maize and rice begins in March in 
the lowlands, while planting in cooler and wetter highlands will start as 
early as February. The average planted area with cereals is 459 000 
hectares of which almost 60 percent is dedicated to maize and 
approximately 10 percent to rice paddy. 

Prices of local and imported staple food 
As of the end of 2009 and the first days of 2010, in the markets of Port-
au-Prince and Jacmel, prices of mainly consumed staple food (local 
and imported rice and maize) were showing a relatively stable or even 
a downward trend. 
 
Following the earthquake of 12 January 2010, prices have significantly 
increased although the magnitude of this rise has not yet been 
estimated in the different areas of the country. However, due to the 
great number of people who lost their purchasing power, current food 
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prices might be the result of very few transaction movements. 
 

 

 
 

 


